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“All the church ever talks about is money!”  

You’ve heard statements like that before. You may even 
have said something like that before. Over the years, 
you’ve heard us take statements like that to task. Why? 
First, because it’s simply not true. And second, the 
statement is misleading: God wants a lot more than our 
money! He wants us to love him with all our heart, soul, 
mind, and strength. If we could love God in that way, 
money would be a non-issue at Star of Bethlehem. 

Spoiler alert: You will hear biblical preaching on the 
stewardship of treasures this fall. Late in September, we 
will challenge our Star family to give a tithe (10%) OR to 
increase the proportion of what they are giving for their 
weekly offerings for a period of ten weeks. Why? Our 
giving shows the Lord the honor, love, and gratitude we 
have for what Christ has done for us. Generous giving is 
one of the ways that faith-filled hearts respond to the 
riches of Christ. Giving is an act of worship. That’s the 
only reason we pass offering plates during church 
services. 

The practice of tithing (giving 10%) is at least as old as 
Abraham (Genesis 14:20). In Old Testament Israel, tithing 

was commanded by law. In the New 
Testament Church, tithing—along with all 

other methods of giving—is inspired by the 
gospel of Christ. Many Christians, free 

from compulsion, tithe as an exercise 
of their faith. Does God really have the 

ability to keep us safe, warm and well-
fed without 10% of our income? To share 

an even greater proportion of our income? 
Faith relishes the challenge. The Spirit is up to 
the task! 

How is it possible to give something like the tithe—and do so 
freely and joyfully? Christ’s love empowers his people to give 
generously. It flows freely from Christ “who loved us and gave 
himself up for us” (Ephesians 5:2). Our generous giving to God is a 
response to Christ’s willing sacrifice for us. 

Finally, tithing serves New Testament Christians as a 
benchmark for proportionate giving. The Apostle Paul said, 
“…each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping 
with your income” (1 Corinthians 16:2). As New Testament 
Christians, tithing is a practice to be engaged in freely rather 
than a requirement to be met legally. Some of us are already in 
the spiritual habit of tithing. Inspired by God’s grace, we may 
seek to give more, more often, more creatively. For others, 
tithing will be a big step forward as well as a significant test of 
faith. For still others, because of life-issues known to God, the 
tithe might currently be unreachable. Then what about an extra 
percent, or two, or three? No matter where we find ourselves 
on the “giving spectrum,” this is true: Our trust in God’s 
goodness is well-placed! “Now to Him Who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
His power that is at work within us to Him be glory in all the 
church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever 
and ever! Amen” (Ephesians 3:20-21). 

You will be receiving several mailings, devotional pieces, and a 
commitment packet over the next four months as part of our 
10 for 10 Stewardship Emphasis. Receive them in the spirit 
they are offered: As an opportunity to grow in faith and in the 
grace of giving. Study them. Think about them. Pray through 
them. They will help keep our stewardship emphasis centered 
in Christ and the cross as we seek to avoid financial quick-fixes 
and gimmicks! 

May the Lord of the Church richly bless our Star of Bethlehem 
family as we seek to excel in the grace of giving! 

 In Christ, 
 Your Pastors  

 Selfishness Generosity 
- Hoarding     + Sharing 
- Discontent     + Content 
- Fear      + Peace 
- Sadness     + Joy 



Matching Gift Countdown 
There are a few weeks remaining to close the 
$300,000 gap between our present 
gifts for the 
Gifted and 
Growing 
Campaign and 
our need for 
$2 million to ensure that our ministry expansion project may 
proceed in full.  New commitments and gifts will be matched 
up to $150,000 by a generous member of our 
congregation.  There remains a lot of opportunity for your 
gifts to be matched.  Please consider a generous contribution 
as soon as possible.  There are additional Matching 
Opportunity Commitment forms available on the credenza 
by the church bulletin board.   
 

Friends of China   

Alanna Habben, a member at Mt. Calvary in Waukesha, will 
be with us on Sunday, August 18th to do a brief presentation 
on the work being done by “Friends of China.”  Please join us 
between services (9:15-9:45 a.m.) that Sunday to hear the 
exciting things Alanna has been privileged to be a part of.   

 Sincere thanks to all of the 
volunteers who assisted 
with this year’s Music 
Camp.  Around 90 
children from our 
congregation and 
community participated 

in a week of learning 
about our Savior in a musical backdrop setting of singing and 
musical instruments.  A Closing Service for the week will be 
in the 10:00 Service on July 28th.  May our Lord abundantly 
bless the seeds that were planted in young hearts this week 
at our Summer Music Camp.  Sincere thanks especially to 
Pastor Schwartz who takes the lead in planning and 
preparing for this outreach activity for our congregation and 
community. 

  Congratulations!
The Lord has blessed Caleb and Katie 
Nitz with the gift of a son.  He has also 
blessed Andrew and Bridgette 
Rumler with the gift of a son.  And 
he has blessed Pastor Jacob and Jamie 
Schwartz with the gift of a daughter.  Congratulations to all 
of the parents!  May the Lord keep these precious lambs in 
his loving arms throughout life to life everlasting. 

We hope that you will look forward with us to the 
upcoming Fall-Winter Spiritual Growth Schedule with 
some excitement.   

The following Bible Studies will be a part of our “Large 
Bible Study”: 

“Angels and Demons” September 8th thru October 6th 

taught by Pastor Gawrisch 

“The Christian Life” October 13th thru November 17th  
taught by various individuals 

Included in “The Christian Life” will be a presentation by those 
who went on a WLHS Mission Trip, and learning opportunities 

connected with the WELS “Welcome Home” campaign and 
FRAN Training (Friends, Relatives, Associates, and Neighbors). 

“Come, Lord Jesus!” November 24th thru December 15th  
taught by Pastor Nitz 

Throughout the first semester, the Bible basics class, 
“Jesus: Untangled,” will be taught, primarily by Pastor 
Schwartz, with others filling in from time to time. 

An alternative, parenting Bible Class will take place the 
first five weeks of the Spiritual Growth year, from 
September 8th through October 6th.  The class is 
entitled: “House or Home?  God’s Blueprint for Biblical 
Parenting.”  Materials for the class will be made 
available the first week. 

Plans are also underway for having two four-week 
“Growth Group” sessions, beginning the first week of 
October.  (These Growth Groups are small-group, in-
home, lay-directed opportunities to dig a little deeper 

into God’s Word.)  More information will be provided 
about the Growth Groups in the near future. 

Finally, opportunities to be a part of a smaller Bible 
Study exist with our on-going groups held on Monday 
Evening (7:40 p.m.) and Friday Morning (8:00 a.m.)  
More information about subject matter for these Bible 
Studies will be shared when we get closer to the start 
date. 

Special Voters’ Meeting 
Tuesday, August 20th at 6:30 p.m. 

Spiritual 
Growth 
Fall-Winter 

2019 



Men’s Softball 

Due to several rainouts, play will continue 
throughout most of August.  Watch your 
service folder for game times for these 
make-up games on Tuesday nights at the 
Malone Park.  The team continues to 
compete well against our division’s toughest 
competitors.   God’s blessings on the final 
portion of this summer’s softball season.  
Looking forward already to next season!  
 

Coach Goede 
Honored 
Coach Jason Goede, a 
member of Star of 
Bethlehem, was 
selected by the U.S. 
Track & Field and Cross 
Country Coaches 
Association as the Girls' High School Coach 
of the Year for the state of Wisconsin for 
the 2019 track & field season. This honor 
is based upon the performance of the 
Wisconsin Lutheran High School Girls 
Track and Field Team throughout the 2019 
season and is a reflection of the hard work 
and dedication of the student athletes, the 
coaching staff and the administration of 
the school. Congratulations Coach Goede! 
 

WLHS Jr. Vikings  
Flag Football Camp 

Wisconsin Lutheran High School football 
program is offering a 3-day camp in 
September for boys in grades 2-4 to 
familiarize themselves with the 
fundamentals of football in a Christian 
setting on September 7, 14 and 28. 
Participants will spend time practicing 
football basics (stance, catching, throwing, 
etc.) before dividing into teams to play 
games. Cost is $25 per person. Please 
register by Monday, August 26, online at 
wlhs.org/jrvikings and select Flag Football. 
  

Jr. Viking Boys & Girls 
Basketball Tryouts 

Don't miss your chance to tryout! Jr. Viking 
boys are holding basketball tryouts on 
Friday, August 16 (8th grade) and 
Saturday, August 17 (3rd-7th grades). Jr. 
Viking girls basketball tryouts will be held 
on Sunday, August 18, (4th-6th grades) 
and Sunday, August 25 (7th-8th 
grades).  Registration must be made in 
advance for both boys and girls tryouts at 
wlhs.org/jrvikings. Cost is $10 per 
participant. 

WELS CHRISTIAN AID & RELIEF 
The administrative committee for WELS 
Christian Aid and Relief approved $466,212 
for humanitarian aid work in fiscal year 
2019-20. These are projects developed by 
WELS home and world missionaries to 
reflect Christ’s love to the people of their 
community and open doors to share the 
gospel. 

Christian Aid and Relief Chairman Rev. 
Robert Hein, says, “Humanitarian aid 
projects help our missions put Christ’s love 
into action by meeting community needs. 
As missionaries develop relationships with 
the people they serve, they also find 
opportunities to tell people about Jesus. In 
some world mission fields, hostile to 
Christianity, humanitarian aid is essential 
to keep the doors open to share the 
gospel.” 

All projects originate in the mission fields 
as the missionaries discover opportunities 
to help. Then the projects are brought to 
the Christian Aid and Relief administrative 
committee as well as to the WELS Missions 
administrators for approval. 

Some of the approved projects are: 

 New or repaired water wells in Zambia 
and Malawi. 

 Medical clinic renovation in Zambia. 
 Rural medical clinic and medical care 

in Nigeria. 
 Food assistance for the poor in 

Indonesia. 
 Medical, vacation Bible school, and 

English training in Thailand. 
 Outreach programs in Bulgaria and 

Russia. 
 Assistance for war refugees, orphans, 

and the poor in Ukraine. 
 Food and transportation programs in 

Mexico. 
 Water projects and medical 

equipment in India. 
 Medical clinics, sewing classes, 

clothing for poor, and flood assistance 
in Nepal. 

 Medical assistance and skill training 
program in Pakistan. 

 African immigrant assistance in Las 
Vegas. 

 Welcome programs for immigrants in 
Toronto. 

 Various outreach and assistance 
programs in Fort Worth, Austin, San 
Antonio, College Station in Texas and 
Denver, Colo. 

To view a complete list of humanitarian aid 
projects, visit wels.net/relief. 

Serving in Christ, 
President Mark Schroeder 

WINE & DINE 
New Beginnings, a WELS-based home for 
single mothers, invites you to its second 
annual Wine & Dine on Thursday, 
September 12, from 6:00-8:00pm at 
Davian's in Menomonee Falls. This evening 
of premium wine, craft beer, an 
assortment of delicious appetizers, as well 
as a silent auction will benefit the mothers 
and babies served through the New 
Beginnings ministry. The cost is $40 per 
person. Go to 
homeformothers.com/events to register. 

Celebrate the value of every 
life through music! 

Beats for Heartbeats is Saturday, August 
10. This free pro-life concert features 
Rhett Walker, Koine, and Him & Her 
Worship. Also featuring Jeremy Mattek, 
speaker for Time of Grace. Doors open to 
the Silver Lining Amphitheater 
(Washington County Fair Park) at 4:30 PM. 
Music starts at 5:30. Bring your own 
blanket/chairs. There will be food trucks. 
The event will benefit WELS Lutherans for 
Life and Christian Life Resources. 
Complete details at 
www.beatsforheartbeats.com or call 414-
727-8176.  

Free Family Fun Day: 
Annual Ice Cream Social. 

You're invited to New Beginnings - A Home 
for Mothers for their Annual Ice Cream 
Social on Saturday, August 17th from 
1:30p.m.-4:30p.m. New Beginnings is a 
WELS home for single mothers located at 
9215 W. Wisconsin Ave. This FREE family 
event will include a bouncy house for kids, 
awesome prizes, volunteer appreciation 
gifts, tours of the home, and the 
opportunity to meet the mothers and 
babies at New Beginnings. For more 
information about the Ice Cream Social or 
New Beginnings, please visit 
www.homeformothers.com/events, or call 
our office at (414) 376-0595. See you 
there! 
 

Opening Service at Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary. 

Prof. Earle D. Treptow will be installed as 
the president of Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary at the seminary’s Opening 
Service on Monday, August 26, at 7:00 
p.m.  Prof. Steven Pagels will also be 
installed as professor of Systematic 
Theology and Homiletics. The service 
opens the new school year and is held in 
the campus auditorium.    
 

http://wlhs.org/jrvikings
http://wlhs.org/jrvikings
https://wels.net/serving-others/christian-aid-relief/
http://homeformothers.com/events
http://www.beatsforheartbeats.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KNbCAcwvZ3mQdRPeJzCM1CVuxolUwXXWgs5_lvRe20ePH3yaS2N8Bb4VQS110wUQox78hQ5J5SXzCvNF6xndA_dZ3Xpygsy9t2Kr1_mZd2YSUydfk2OD12KWhvnLsaoFu_BjEu1oDWDmM1UwcxQlvzdnGFi5d-fn&c=-aRSDpfojKJzd_YhFF3OLUJTjGljWqei4Rfn7eBF4-KapTNmIQ6mrA==&ch=ZtDPaxEhdTGJ3Yva2DO4CeeUD_HqdMRfhgiXN4OygE_rRM6C1Hn1kA==


 Ready to get in on the 
aquatic fitness movement? 

Submitted by Susan Abel,  
BSN, RN, Parish Nurse 

Swimming pools aren't just for laps 
anymore. Popular water workouts build 

strength and flexibility — in fun classes or 
on your own. 

Welcome to the swimming pool, the great 
equalizer, a place where people of all ages and 

abilities can get a fun workout — and we're not just talking 
swimming laps. Swimmers and nonswimmers alike are heading to 
the pool for exercise that ranges from gentle aerobics to heart-
pounding boot camp workouts.  In the pool, you can explore both 
aerobics and resistance training.  

1. Water is more resistant than air 

Water is significantly denser than air — by almost 800 times. That 
means you can build muscle strength as you move through water. 
One study found that a long-term water exercise program was 
actually more effective than working out on land to build muscle 
strength. 

2. Water buoyancy protects your joints and provides 
support 

Water workouts are popular with all age groups. They're especially 
helpful for anyone recovering from surgery or an injury. The pool 
offers a safe spot to keep moving — just pick your favorite aerobic 
activity, or join a class. Heated pools are a plus: They'll help warm 
up your joints and muscles quickly. 

People with chronic illnesses and those with joint problems may 
really benefit from time in the pool, too. Research has shown that 
joint-friendly aquatic exercise can improve physical functioning in 
adults over 50. 

Common water aerobic exercises include: 

 Running or jogging. Great for cardiovascular fitness, as well as 
easing back into a running program after an injury. 

 Water walking. Typically done in waist-deep water, swinging 
your arms at your sides just as you do when you walk on land. 

 Aerobics classes. Offer a mix of exercises such as leg lifts, 
kickboarding, lunges and jumping jacks. 

Source:  Mayo Clinic 
 
 

 
 
 

Summertime is Reading Time! 
Remember your Church Library as a great 
source for Christian materials. We 
have books on topics such as: 
Christian living, contemporary 
issues, devotions and prayer, 
marriage, family, parenting, caregiving, 
grief, joy, stewardship, outreach, evangelism and witnessing. 
In addition, we also have a large collection of Christian fiction, 
books for children and teens, music CDs, and videos. Check 
out the book cart and display table for new books and special 
topics. Watch the weekly bulletins for reviews of books in the 
collection. If you have any questions about the Library, please 
contact either Kathi Jakubowski or Jan Fleming. 

From the President 
Were you able to attend one of our July Open Forums?  If you 
did, thank you for coming!  If you weren’t able to make it, 
please take a few minutes to review the slide presentation – 
it’s on the front page of Star’s website. 

The purpose of these two forums was to share three main 
topics: 

1. Ministry (Building) expansion plans update 
2. Ministry Plan for 2019-2020 
3. Ministry financial update 

Now, I’ll freely admit that talking about “bricks & mortar” is 
usually exciting stuff in the sense of “renewal” – whether old 
or new.  I’ll also admit that sharing the latest financial 
information can be somewhat – how should I say it? –
underwhelming.  But I would suggest that sharing our Ministry 
Plan should arguably be the most important. 

Why do I say that? 

Because, at its core, our many ministries here at Star are 
focused on sharing God’s Word to not only our people here 
within our walls but also to all people, near and far – the Great 
Commission. 

During the Open Forums, our Ministry Teams reported on 
their goals for the next twelve months, what action steps are 
currently being implemented, and what future action steps 
will be implemented. 

Truly, seeing our many Teams “in action” is awe-inspiring and 
a true testament to their faithfulness in sharing God’s 
Word.  It is my great hope that all our people here recognize 
their hard work and continue to support their efforts.  I am 
also reminded that ALL our Ministry Teams are led by 
volunteers who are very dedicated to their respective areas of 
responsibility. 

Would you be interested in assisting a Ministry Team?  If so, 
please pull me aside and let’s talk. 

See you in church – and have a wonderful summer! 
- Gene Szaj  
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ACTUAL YTD MISSION PLAN YTD PRIOR YEAR YTD

GENERAL FUND OFFERINGS THROUGH 7/14/19 

Star's 2019 mission plan of $1,143,989 requires average weekly offerings of 
$22,000.  The YTD mission plan amount reported above takes into consideration 
the variability of weekly offerings.  Based on historical giving patterns, above 
average offerings are received during church holidays. 


